
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA,

HELD THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2015

The Honorable Council of the City of Huntsville, Alabama,

met in regular session on Thursday, October 22, 2015, at

6 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building,

there being present: 

President:  Culver

Councilpersons: Russell, Robinson, Kling, Showers 
(Showers not present for entire

meeting)

Mayor: Battle
  

City Administrator: Hamilton

City Attorney: Joffrion

City Clerk-Treasurer: Hagood

President Culver called the meeting to order.  

President Culver asked for all persons who would like to

to join in a moment of meditation.

Councilwoman Robinson led the pledge of allegiance.

The minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Council on

October 8, 2015, were approved as submitted.

President Culver stated that there was an item that needed

to be added to the agenda, under Item 16.a, Vacation of

Easements.

Councilman Showers moved to add an item to the agenda

concerning the vacation of a utility and drainage easement,
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which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling.

President Culver called for the vote on the above motion,

and the following vote resulted:

AYES: Russell, Robinson, Kling, Showers, Culver

NAYS: None

President Culver stated that the item would be added to

the agenda as Item 16.a.1.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Resolutions and Special Recognitions.

President Culver recognized Mayor Battle.

Mayor Battle stated that there was an item on the agenda

to recognize Mr. Warren P. Jones upon his retirement from the

Huntsville & Madison County Railroad Authority, where he had

served as Chairman for 31 years, but that Mr. Jones was not

present.  He stated that he would be honored at a later date.

President Culver stated that each Council member would be

notified regarding a work session they were looking into

holding possibly sometime in the middle part of November.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Public Hearings to be Held.

President Culver stated that it was the time and place

in the meeting for a public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-667,

rezoning land lying on the east side of Research Park Boulevard

and south of Research Station Boulevard from Residence 2-B

District to Neighborhood Business C-1 District, which hearing

was set at the September 10, 2015, Regular Council Meeting.
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President Culver recognized Ms. Ashley Nichols of the

Planning Division.

Ms. Nichols stated that this property was located on the

east side of Research Park Boulevard and on the south side of

Research Station Boulevard.  She stated that the property was

currently zoned as Residence 2-B District, which she noted was

consistent with the zoning of the adjacent property.  She

continued that the property owner was requesting that the

property be rezoned as Neighborhood Business C-1 District.  She

stated that the proposed use for this property did not fit

within the Residence 2-B zoning designation.  She continued

that the property owner had offered plat restrictions,

restricting the height of the proposed use to 25 feet, noting

that the height for the adjacent uses, as well as the current

zoning, was a maximum height of 30 feet.  She stated that this

rezoning had been recommended by the Planning Commission.

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience

who would like to address the Council on this particular issue.

There was no response.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was

closed.

Councilman Kling moved for approval of Ordinance

No. 15-667, rezoning land lying on the east side of Research

Park Boulevard and south of Research Station Boulevard from

Residence 2-B District to Neighborhood Business C-1 District,

which ordinance was introduced at the September 10, 2015,



-4-

Regular Council Meeting, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-667)

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilman Showers.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

ordinance, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that it was the time and place in

the meeting for a public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-669,

zoning newly annexed property lying south of U.S. Highway 72

West and on the east side of Slaughter Road as Highway Business

C-4 District, which hearing was set at the September 10, 2015,

Regular Council Meeting.

President Culver recognized Ms. Nichols.

Ms. Nichols stated that the above property was

approximately 1.4 acres, and that there was a multi-tenant

commercial business located on the property.  She stated that

this was newly annexed property located south of U.S. Highway

72 West and on the east side of Slaughter Road.  She stated

that this had been recommended by the Planning Commission,

noting that the proposed zoning was Highway Business C-4

District, which was consistent with the adjacent uses.

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience

who would like to address the Council on this particular issue.

There was no response.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was

closed.

Councilman Showers moved for approval of Ordinance



-5-

No. 15-669, zoning newly annexed property lying south of

U.S. Highway 72 West and on the east side of Slaughter Road as

Highway Business C-4 District, which ordinance was introduced

at the September 10, 2015, Regular Council Meeting, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-669)

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

ordinance, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that it was the time and place in

the meeting for a public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-671,

zoning newly annexed property lying north of Interstate 565 and

on the north side of Governors West as Commercial Industrial

Park District, which hearing was set at the September 10, 2015,

Regular Council Meeting.

President Culver recognized Ms. Nichols.

Ms. Nichols stated that this property was approximately

8.51 acres, located north of Interstate 565 and on the north

side of Governors West.  She stated that the proposed zoning

was Commercial Industrial Park District, which she noted was

consistent with the other uses along Governors West.  She

stated that this had been recommended by the Planning

Commission.  She stated that there was currently a multi-tenant

commercial building located on the property.

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience

who would like to address the Council on this particular

matter.
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There was no response.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was

closed.

Councilman Showers moved for approval of Ordinance

No. 15-671, zoning newly annexed property lying north of

Interstate 565 and on the north side of Governors West as

Commercial Industrial Park District, which ordinance was

introduced at the September 10, 2015, Regular Council Meeting,

as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-671)

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

ordinance, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that it was the time and place in

the meeting for a public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-673,

zoning newly annexed property lying south of Sutton Road and on

the east side of Woodside Drive as Residence 1-A District,

which hearing was set at the September 10, 2015, Regular

Council Meeting.

President Culver recognized Ms. Nichols.

Ms. Nichols stated that this was newly annexed property,

and that it was approximately 1.44 acres, located south of

Sutton Road and on the east side of Woodside Drive, and that a

single-family detached dwelling was located on the property. 

She stated that this had been recommended by the

Planning Commission and that the proposed zoning designation
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was Residence 1-A District, which she noted was consistent with

the other homes in the Mountainview Acres Subdivision and other

homes on Woodside Drive.

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience

who would like to address the Council at this time.

There was no response.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was

closed.

Councilman Showers asked Ms. Nichols for an explanation of

the proposed zoning.

Ms. Nichols stated that it was Residence 1-A, which she

noted was one of the many single-family, detached dwelling

designations.  She stated that the difference between

Residence 1-A, Residence 1, Residence 1-B, and the other

districts were things such as lot area, setbacks, height.  She

stated that, particularly for this area, the minimum lot size

was 7500 square feet.

Councilman Showers moved for approval of Ordinance

No. 15-673, zoning newly annexed property lying south of

Sutton Road and on the east side of Woodside Drive as Residence

1-A District, which ordinance was introduced at the September

10, 2015, Regular Council Meeting, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-673)

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

ordinance, and it was unanimously adopted.
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President Culver stated that it was the time and place in

the meeting for a public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-675,

zoning newly annexed property lying west of Greenbrier Road and

on the south side of Hundley Way as Commercial Industrial Park

District, which hearing was set at the September 10, 2015,

Regular Council Meeting.

President Culver recognized Ms. Nichols.

Ms. Nichols stated that this was newly annexed property

and was approximately 156.34 acres, located west of

Greenbrier Road and on the south side of Hundley Way.  She

stated that this was currently vacant land and would be used

for some type of future industrial use.  She stated that the

proposed zoning designation was Commercial Park District, which

she noted was consistent with the adjacent zoning designation

south of the property.  She stated that this had been

recommended by the Planning Commission.

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience

who would like to address the Council on this particular issue.

There was no response.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was

closed.

Councilman Kling moved for approval of Ordinance

No. 15-675, zoning newly annexed property lying west of

Greenbrier Road and on the south side of Hundley Way as

Commercial Industrial Park District, which ordinance was

introduced at the September 10, 2015, Regular Council Meeting,
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as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-675)

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilman Showers.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

ordinance, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that it was the time and place in

the meeting for a public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-677,

adding new Article 27, Village Business C-6 District

Regulations; amending Article 75, Alcoholic Beverage Control

Regulations; adding regulations for Article 27; and amending

Article 92, Board of Adjustment, adding regulations for

Article 27, which hearing was set at the September 10, 2015,

Regular Council Meeting.

President Culver recognized Ms. Nichols.

Ms. Nichols stated that the Village Business C-6 District

was a new district that the Planning staff had created.  She

stated that it was basically a mesh between the Neighborhood

Business District and some of the other zoning ordinance

components.  She stated that the purpose of this district was

to preserve neighborhood character, as well as to encourage a

variety of uses in a more pedestrian-oriented setting and

sustain a harmonious transition between existing and new

structures.  She stated that the district was intended to

encourage innovative redevelopment projects that would set

standards for landscaping, community design, and aesthetics.  

Ms. Nichols stated, concerning Uses Permitted, that the
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majority of uses one could see on the screen were derived from

the Neighborhood Business C-1 District.  She continued that

most of these particular C-1 Districts abutted residential

districts, so they were uses that were not very intrusive and

were intended for service-oriented businesses, to serve these

areas.  She continued that as well as the typical drug store,

there could also be governmental uses, multi-family dwellings,

performing arts centers, and office supply stores.  She stated

that they would also like to encourage mixed use, with

commercial as well as a residential component on the upper

story of a building.

Ms. Nichols stated, concerning density control, that staff

had recommended that they present no minimum front yard, rear,

or side yard requirements, that there were zero requirements

unless it was abutting a residential district.

Ms. Nichols stated that, basically, they wanted to

encourage a more pedestrian-oriented area.

Ms. Nichols stated that a lot of the components within the

density controls and site development had come from

Research Park, Research Park Commercial, as well as the

Business District downtown, which she noted was General

Business C-3.

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience

who would like to address the Council on this particular issue.

Ms. Carol Cotney appeared before the Council, asking if

this would be similar to what was in the downtown area on the
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Square, where the businesses were abutted up to each other.

Ms. Nichols replied in the affirmative.  She continued

that they did have included some language which would provide

some type of separation, which would require a minimum of

10 feet if the buildings were not contiguous.

Ms. Cotney inquired about the concern as far as fire and

sound, et cetera, noting that on the north side there was a

business that had loud music.  She continued that there would

also be a concern if a fire started in one building, that with

all the buildings abutted, it would spread, so that there would

be a safety issue involved.

President Culver asked Ms. Nichols if this had been

addressed in their planning.

Ms. Nichols replied in the affirmative.  She stated that,

as far as building requirements, persons would be required to

adhere to the IFC Code administered by the Fire Department, as

well as the City's General Business Code.  She continued that

the requirements as far as the construction would be no

different than what was used throughout the city at this time.

President Culver recognized Mr. John Hamilton.

Mr. Hamilton stated that all the fire codes that existed

would be applied the same in this district as in all other

districts, that there would be no difference in this, and that

the same would hold true for the noise ordinance.  He continued

that all the existing ordinances would apply in this district

as applied in the other districts.
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Mr. Hamilton stated that there was not a C-6 District at

this time, that this was creating an opportunity if a property

owner wanted to go to this zoning.

Mr. Hamilton stated that one of the things they had looked

at in the work with the Planning Department, and ultimately the

Planning Commission, in doing this was that there were places

in the city, in the existing Neighborhood Business districts,

where the scale was just not appropriate for some of the older

neighborhoods.  He continued that, particularly in some of the

older parts of the city, if the neighborhood wanted to be able

to bring in these kinds of uses, they needed a district that

was the appropriate scale, where it could be done without

changing the character of the neighborhood.  He stated that

that was what this proposed district would provide them the

ability to do.

Ms. Jackie Reed, Jack Coleman Drive, appeared before the

Council, stating that they kept changing the alcohol

regulations.  She asked if the businesses asked them to keep

making these changes or how it occurred that there were

alcoholic amendments at every Council meeting.  She stated that

she just wanted to know who came up with all of this.

President Culver asked Ms. Nichols if she would address

Ms. Reed's question.

Ms. Nichols stated that the Village Business C-6 District

was a completely new district, and that as far as the alcoholic

regulations were concerned, the regulations they were proposing
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for this district were the same as the ones within the

Neighborhood Business C-1 District.  She continued that this

particular regulation would not include any type of bars, that

it would primarily be restaurants such as Applebee's and

Outback, those types of retailers.  She stated further that any

alcohol consumption would have to stop at 12 a.m. unless the

business owner had applied for a special exception through the

Board of Zoning Adjustment.  She continued that in that event,

it could be extended for only two hours.

President Culver asked if there was anyone else in the

audience who would like to address the Council on this

particular issue.

There was no response.

Ms. Nichols stated that she would like to add a few more

points, as far as other ordinances.  She stated that the

signage for this district would resemble that of the

Research Park Commercial District, so that one might see some

type of blade signage, something very simple, for this

particular district.  She stated that, also, the parking

regulations would follow existing parking regulations, as well

as bicycle parking, which she noted was required for all new

construction.  She stated, concerning performance standards,

noise, odor, waste, or any other issues, that these would fall

under the Research Park District regulations, which she noted

were the most restrictive regulations they had. 

President Culver stated to Ms. Nichols that, basically,
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what he was hearing was that nothing was changing outside of

the pre-existing ordinances, as related to these areas.

Ms. Nichols stated that that was correct, that this was

basically a compilation of some of the most restrictive

components into one district, which she noted would include

aesthetics, signage, noise, and parking, which she noted were

things that they typically had issues with in the larger

districts.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was

closed.

Councilwoman Robinson moved for approval of Ordinance

No. 15-677, adding new Article 27, Village Business C-6

District Regulations; amending Article 75, Alcoholic Beverage

Control Regulations, adding regulations for Article 27; and

amending Article 92, Board of Adjustment, adding regulations

for Article 27, which ordinance was introduced at the

September 10, 2015, Regular Council Meeting, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-677)

Said motion was duly seconded by Councilman Showers.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

ordinance, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that it was the time and place in

the meeting for a public hearing on a resolution authorizing

the City Clerk-Treasurer to assess the cost of the cutting and

removing of grass and weeds against certain properties. 

Mr. Keith Atchley of Community Development appeared before
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the Council, stating that the subject resolution identified 

28 properties that had been in violation of the City's grass

and weed ordinance.  He continued that the properties were

identified on Attachment A to the resolution by the name of the

owner and the location.  He stated that the owners had received

written notification, by regular mail, that they were in

violation of the ordinance and had been given 14 days to

correct the violation.  He stated that all 28 owners had failed

to respond and that Community Development had issued work

orders to cut the properties.  He continued that Attachment A

also identified the date and the cost for cutting the

properties.  He stated that the owners had received a written

request, by regular mail, for payment, and that they had all

failed to respond.

Mr. Atchley stated that he was requesting that assessments

be placed on these properties in order to collect the costs. 

He stated that the owners had been notified of this proposed

action and might wish to speak at this time.

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience

who would like to address the Council on this particular

matter.

There was no response.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was

closed.

Councilman Kling read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Clerk-Treasurer to assess the cost of the
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cutting and removing of grass and weeds against certain

properties, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-796)

Councilman Kling moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that it was the time and place in

the meeting for a public hearing on a resolution authorizing

the demolition of an unsafe building, constituting a public

nuisance, located at 1615 Lucille Street, NW, Huntsville,

Alabama.

President Culver recognized Mr. Atchley.

Mr. Atchley stated that this was the declaration of a

public nuisance and a request for authorization to demolish. 

He stated that they were asking the Council to authorize the

demolition of an unsafe building, constituting a public

nuisance, located at 1615 Lucille Street, NW.

Mr. Atchley displayed photographs of the property, stating

that the property had been cited on June 16, 2015, as a public

nuisance by Community Development staff.  He stated that the

owners had been issued orders to demolish the structure, but

that to this date no work had been done toward this.  He stated

that the property had been inspected by an independent

contractor, and that the contractor had found that the



-17-

structure was not economically feasible to repair.  He stated

that the notice, the photographs, and the evaluation of this

property were included in the attachments.  

Mr. Atchley stated that, as a result of this information,

it was his recommendation to the Council that they declare

these conditions to be a public nuisance and to order the

structure to be demolished.

President Culver asked if there was anyone in the audience

who would like to address the Council on this particular

matter.

Ms. Pamela Downs, 1613 Lucille, appeared before the

Council, stating that she lived next door to the subject

property.  She continued that she had had more than a decade of

painful years living next to this property, that she had had to

call the police numerous times to get vagrants away from the

property.  She continued that there had been shopping carts

there, and a stolen car parked at the rear of the property. 

She continued that at one time, a pit bull had been left tied

up in the back yard.

Ms. Downs stated that there had been numerous things that

had occurred at this property and stated that she would like to

ask the Council to please consider their choices in this

matter.  She stated that there had been a time when properties

were being burned on Calvary Hill, and that they had been

afraid to go to sleep at night because they were afraid this

would be one of the properties that would be burned.
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Ms. Downs stated that she had and her mother had been

living at this home, and that her mom had passed away.  She

continued that she had had to take care of her mom while she

was having to call the police concerning the subject property. 

She stated that this property was unsafe for the children in

the neighborhood, that there was a basement there, and that she

did not want anyone's child to be hurt.

President Culver asked if there was anyone else in the

audience who would like to address the Council on this

particular matter.

There was no response.

President Culver stated that the public hearing was

closed.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the demolition of an unsafe building, constituting

a public nuisance, located at 1615 Lucille Street, NW,

Huntsville, Alabama, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-797)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Communications from the Public.  He stated that persons

would have approximately three minutes to address the Council.
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Ms. Jackie Reed, Jack Coleman Drive, appeared before the

Council, stating that she certainly hoped they would get their

microphones fixed and that each one of them would speak into

the microphones loud and clear so that everyone could hear

them, noting that this was very important.

Ms. Reed stated that she wished that the Council would

okay that Dr. Citrano could demolish his home before he filed a

lawsuit against the City and the Historical District.  She

stated that that was what he intended to do, and that she had

lined up a lawyer for him, so that the Council needed to look

into this matter.  She stated that Dr. Citrano would be sending

a letter to the City.  She stated that it appeared easy for

them to demolish everything else, and that she certainly wished

they could see his house.  She stated that she did not want

them to get into a lawsuit on this matter, noting that all

Dr. Citrano wanted to do was to tear it down.

Ms. Reed stated that she felt she would be remiss if she

did not bring up the following matter.  She stated that she

wrote in “Speakin' Out News” every week, and stated that on the

front page of this publication on this date, she had seen where

Councilman Showers and Councilman Culver had made history, and

that that was a good thing, but she wished that

Councilman Kling's picture had been there with them, since she

believed they were all such dealmakers.  She stated that the

three of them had voted her out of her district, and that the

three of them had voted to change the President of the
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City Council.  She continued that maybe that was good, and

maybe that was bad.  

Ms. Reed asked that they just speak loud and clear and

stated that she would have patience with them if they would

have patience with her, noting that that was all she was

asking.

Ms. Reed stated that the quality of life had decreased in

the downtown area.  She stated that if they tore down the

Aquatic Center and tore down all these buildings in the center

of the city and put hotels in, that would not be helping the

local people, that it would not be doing anything for them.  

Ms. Reed stated that everyone did not want to drive

downtown, that everyone did not care about downtown, that

persons had lives to live in the city outside of downtown.

Ms. Reed stated that she wanted someone to take down the

play toys around the courthouse, noting that she could not

drive or park in that area, and that persons were complaining. 

She stated that they should find some other property on which

to put these toys, that perhaps they could put them on the old

Holiday Inn property and get them away from the courthouse. 

She stated that she wanted to know who was responsible for

this.  She stated that apparently they were putting them there

every week for the tourists, but that they should find

somewhere else to put these and get them away from the

courthouse.  She stated that she had asked if this was the

County's business but had been told that it was the City doing
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this.

Ms. Reed stated that she had attended the meeting

concerning the BIG Picture at Grissom, and that she was not

happy with the BIG Picture.  She stated that she wanted the

real picture to show up before the next election, that she

wanted the real picture as to where the money was being spent. 

She stated that some persons wanted a Senior Center, which she

noted was good, and that others wanted this, that, and the

other.

Ms. Reed stated that she had raised questions about the

traffic at Huntsville High School.  She continued that there

were traffic jams everywhere, all over the city. 

Ms. Reed stated that they needed to think about all the

people and to do what was good for all the people.

Ms. Reed stated that they needed to have a public hearing

on John Hunt Park, and about the Joe Davis Stadium, prior to

tearing it down.

Ms. Reed stated that she had recently attended a

Zoning Board meeting.  She continued that the School System

still owned the Westlawn property, and that they were before

the Zoning Board asking for a beer and wine and liquor license

for this property.  She stated that the deed had not even

changed names yet, and they were already in the alcohol

business.  She asked what was going on in the city with the

schools.  She asked if everything was going to be a brewery. 

She stated that she could not understand why they did not wait
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until the deed was in the property owner's name before asking

for an alcohol license, noting that this would change the

lifestyle of the neighborhood.

Mr. Curt Worshek, 110 Waterleaf, appeared before the

Council, stating that he was the volunteer president for the

Huntsville Swim Association, and that he wanted to voice his

support for the resolution on the agenda under Item 15.o, being

an agreement between the City of Huntsville and Pearce

Construction Company for construction services at the

Huntsville Aquatic Center.  He stated that not only would this

be a great thing for the Huntsville Swim Association, which he

noted currently had 400 athletes using the existing facility,

and that, as a growing organization, would use the new

facility, but that they were also planning on working with the

City in leveraging this opportunity to bring in regional and

national events, and the revenue that would come with that.

Mr. Worshek stated that over the prior couple of years,

his group had been working to reach some of the impoverished

children and scholarship them to come and learn how to swim,

and that with this new facility, they believed they were going

to be able to increase this greatly.

Mr. Worshek reiterated that he wanted to voice his support

and the Board members' support for this agreement between the

City and Pearce Construction.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Board Appointments to be Voted On.
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Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution to

appoint Eric Milberger to the Board of Examinations and Appeals

for Construction Industries, for a term to begin October 22,

2015, and expire September 21, 2018, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-798)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution to

appoint Arley McCormick to the Alabama Constitution

Village/Historic Huntsville Depot Board, for a term to begin

October 22, 2015, and expire June 26, 2017, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-799)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint James “Tony” Smith to the Educational Building

Authority of the City of Huntsville, A&M University, for a term

to begin November 10, 2015, and expire November 10, 2021, as

follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-800)
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Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint Dr. William Hicks to the Educational Building

Authority of the City of Huntsville, Oakwood College, for a

term to begin November 10, 2015, and expire November 10, 2021,

as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-801)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Kling read and introduced a resolution to

reappoint Keith Schonrock, III, to the Huntsville Ice Skating

Board of Control, for a term to begin November 20, 2015, and

expire November 20, 2018, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-802)

Councilman Kling moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted.

Councilman Kling read and introduced a resolution to
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reappoint Charles Saunders to the Huntsville Ice Skating Board

of Control, for a term to begin November 20, 2015, and expire

November 20, 2018, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-803)

Councilman Kling moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilman Showers.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and the following vote resulted:

AYES: Robinson, Kling, Showers, Culver

NAYS: Russell

President Culver stated that the motion had passed.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

would not be considered because the position had been filled.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Board Appointment Nominations.

Councilman Russell nominated Dr. Robert Chappell for

reappointment to the Special Care Facilities Financing

Authority of the City of Huntsville, Redstone Village, for a

term to begin November 9, 2015, and expire November 9, 2021.

Councilman Russell nominated Charles "Gig" Robinson to the

Educational Building Authority of the City of Huntsville,

Randolph School, for a term to begin November 10, 2015, and

expire January 10, 2021.

Councilman Russell nominated Jim Daniel for reappointment

to the Huntsville Tennis Center Board of Control, for a term to



-26-

begin November 28, 2015, and expire November 28, 2018. 

Councilwoman Robinson nominated Dorothy Davidson for

reappointment to the Museum Board of the City of Huntsville,

for a term to begin November 5, 2015, and expire October 8,

2021. 

Councilwoman Robinson nominated John Wynn for

reappointment to the Museum Board of the City of Huntsville,

for a term to begin November 5, 2015, and expire October 8,

2021. 

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Approval of Expenditures.

Councilman Showers read and introduced a resolution

authorizing expenditures for payment, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-804)

Councilman Showers moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

resolution, and it was unanimously adopted.

President Culver asked if there was a Finance Committee

Report.

Councilman Showers replied in the negative.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Communications from the Mayor.

President Culver recognized Mayor Battle.

Mayor Battle stated that he would like to make the

following appointments:
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Reappointment of Gary Whitley to the Planning Commission,

for a six-year term to expire October 26, 2021.

Appointment of T.J. Meers to the Planning Commission, for

a six-year term to expire October 26, 2021.

Mayor Battle stated that there were numerous events going

on around town.  He stated that the Greene Street Market was

still happening, and that there were the Pop-Up Parks, which he

noted would be taken down the following week and would not be

taking up the parking places, as Ms. Reed had mentioned.  He

stated that the Pop-Up Parks had been downtown in the city, and

that a lot of persons had enjoyed them.

Mayor Battle stated that the 100-mile Walking Challenge

was ongoing, and that there would be a walk at

Constitution Village on the following Saturday at 10 a.m.  

Mayor Battle stated that the International Heritage

Festival would be held on the Mountain on the following

Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Mayor Battle stated that the Lucky Duck Walk would be held

on the following Sunday at 3 p.m., and would be sponsored by

the Convention & Visitors Bureau, to be held in the downtown

area.

Mayor Battle stated that a Halloween Walk would be held

on October 31, at 10 a.m., at the newly renovated Southside

Dog Park, that persons could bring out their pets in costumes,

and that Animal Services would have pets in costumes.  He

continued that persons could even take one of these pets home
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with them.   He stated that the event was being co-sponsored by

Councilwoman Robinson, Commissioner Riddick, and the

Bailey Cove Library.

Mayor Battle thanked Mr. Keith Atchley for coming to the

Citywide Neighborhood Association meeting on the prior Tuesday

and making a presentation concerning Community Development,

noting that it had been a great educational meeting.

Mayor Battle stated that he would also like to thank the

Planning Staff for all the work they had done on the

Research Park Study, which he noted was ongoing.  He continued

that they had met concerning this on the prior evening, as well

as the current evening.  He stated that this was a great

meeting for people located in and around the Park or who just

had an interest in Research Park to discuss what should be done

concerning the new Park.

Mayor Battle stated that at the prior Council meeting, a

citizen had expressed concerns about recent police operations

and administrative decisions.  He stated that although at that

time, it had not been directly asked that these questions be

answered, they believed it was in the public's best interest

for them to address these comments at this time, noting that

they felt it was important that the public hear correct and

accurate information concerning these matters.

Mayor Battle stated that he would first provide an update

on the Curtis Jordan case.  He continued that in this case,

Mr. Jordan's wife had called 911, requesting assistance because
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of her husband's erratic behavior, which included allegations

of drug use, not sleeping for several days, and attempting to

set the house on fire.  He stated that Police, Fire, and HEMSI

had responded to the call, noting that the response had started

as assistance related to physical and mental health concerns

but had changed when Mr. Jordan attacked a police officer.

Mayor Battle stated that it was important to note that

this case was still under investigation, so that they were

limited on what information could be released publicly.  He

stated that, however, there was publicly available information

that directly addressed the comments of the citizen at the

prior Council meeting, and that he would highlight the

pertinent pieces at this time.

Mayor Battle stated that Mr. Jordan was fully interactive

with the police while being detained.  He stated that while

still at the scene, Mr. Jordan had suffered a medical

emergency, and that both EMT-qualified firefighters and HEMSI

paramedics were at the scene observing him when his distress

became apparent, and that they immediately began treatment.  He

continued that Mr. Jordan had lived for two days at Huntsville

Hospital prior to passing away.

Mayor Battle stated that this incident had been fully

investigated by Internal Affairs and the HPD Criminal

Investigation Division.  He stated that witnesses had been

contacted and that the police had repeatedly canvassed the

neighborhood for any additional witnesses.  He continued that
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Police investigators had not ignored any witnesses or leads,

but, in fact, had aggressively sought to find more.

Mayor Battle stated that there was substantial evidence at

the scene that provided a good understanding of what happened

during the police, firefighter, and HEMSI interaction with

Mr. Jordan.

Mayor Battle stated that the Huntsville Police Department

had conducted its routine administrative review of the incident

and had found no violations of policy by police personnel which

might have contributed to the death of Mr. Jordan.

Mayor Battle stated that Chief McMurray had then made the

decision, in consultation with the Madison County District

Attorney, to have the District Attorney conduct an independent

review of the entire incident.  He continued that this review

was ongoing, that the District Attorney was currently awaiting

the results of the autopsy.

Mayor Battle stated that the citizen who had addressed the

Council on this issue had been mistaken in believing that

Madison City was part of this investigation.  He continued that

the Madison City Police Department had not been asked to review

any of Huntsville Police Department's cases.

Mayor Battle stated that, secondly, the citizen who had

addressed the Council had stated that he believed the

Huntsville Police Department had been inconsistent in

requesting the FBI to investigate some allegations of police

misconduct.  He stated that while they were unable to account
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for what decision-making processes prior administrations might

have used, that in recent years, under the recent chiefs of

police, implementation of policy had been very consistent.

Mayor Battle stated that there were certain facts that

should be considered in this matter.  He stated that the

Huntsville Police Department had requested that the FBI conduct

an investigation of Police misconduct a single time.  He

continued that this incident involved an allegation of a crime

in which the offender was a police officer and the victim was a

police officer.  He stated that the case had not involved any

use of force or interaction with civilians, but rather

allegations of bribery and conspiracy.  He stated that the

circumstances had presented a significant opportunity for

conflicts of interest, or the appearance of such, in the

criminal investigative process.  He stated that the Chief had

rightly determined that requesting assistance from an outside

criminal investigative agency would provide the best outcome.

Mayor Battle stated that use-of-force incidents were

investigated and reviewed by multiple law-enforcement agencies,

both internal and external to the City of Huntsville.  He

continued that these outside reviews were conducted

automatically, in accordance with their policies, and were not

requested by the Chief.

Mayor Battle stated that it was important to note that the

Incident Review Boards conducted by the Huntsville Police

Department following a use-of-force incident were
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administrative reviews.  He stated that they did not replace or

inhibit the District Attorney from pursuing criminal charges if

they were warranted.  He continued that an administrative

review and a criminal investigation were two separate and

distinct activities.  He stated that the District Attorney's

office attended every Incident Review Board, and that if he

determined there was a cause for review by his office or the

Grand Jury, he would initiate an independent review.

Mayor Battle stated that the FBI monitored local media for

news of incidents and had the right to request involvement at

any time.  He stated that Huntsville Police Department had not

requested FBI investigation in any of their use-of-force cases. 

 Mayor Battle stated that citizen oversight was also an

important part of the review process.  He stated that the

Huntsville Police Citizens Advisory Council was made up of

members appointed by the City Council, the Mayor, and the

Chief of Police.  He continued that one of their functions was

to attend and observe each Incident Review Board convened by

the Huntsville Police Department.

Mayor Battle stated that it remained their goal to be as

transparent as possible on these issues and expressed

appreciation for the opportunity to address these concerns.

Mayor Battle stated that he would submit his remarks to

Mr. Hagood, the City Clerk-Treasurer.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Communications from Council Members.



-33-

President Culver recognized Councilman Kling.

Councilman Kling stated that he had had a great

town meeting the prior Monday evening, that there had been a

good crowd at the library, and that it had been a very good,

informal session, with a lot of good discussion.

Councilman Kling stated that one of the questions that had

come out in this meeting concerned if there was a requirement

for the Police and Fire departments to be restricted to hiring

American citizens only, or how this was handled.

Mr. Byron Thomas, Director of Human Resources, appeared

before the Council, stating that for a police officer, it was a

requirement that they be a U.S. citizen, noting that this was a

requirement set by APOSTC, the Alabama Peace Officers Standards

and Training Commission.  He continued that Firefighters had to

be I-9 verified.

Councilman Kling stated that he would like to thank those

persons in Community Development, Inspection, Planning, and

Zoning for the great job they had done in responding to

numerous emails that had gone out after his town hall meeting. 

He continued that, as Mayor Battle had stated, they would like

to try to get information that people requested out to them as

soon as possible and to provide as much information as they

could in response to questions about the operation of

City government, questions concerning pot holes, street lights,

et cetera, as well as Community Development issues, and that

they were glad to be able to get the City departments to
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respond.  He continued that the departments had done a great

job responding in this instance.

President Culver recognized Councilman Showers.

Councilman Showers stated that he had attended a

Grand Reopening and Ribbon-Cutting for Labor Finders, where he

had represented the Mayor and the Council.

Councilman Showers stated that he would be making a

presentation later in the evening at the 142nd Mallard Creek

Association Session, where he would be presenting on behalf of

the Mayor and Council.  He asked to be excused from the

Council meeting at this time.

(Councilman Showers leaves the Council Chambers.)

President Culver recognized Councilwoman Robinson.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she would like to thank

Dennis Madsen and his team for their presentation on the new

community complex, as part of the BIG Picture, which they had

shared with the persons in attendance at the meeting the prior

week at Grissom.  She stated that the presentation pertained to

the concept plan for that site, and that it was very impressive

and had been well-received by the more than 100 persons who

were in attendance at the meeting.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that one person in attendance

at the meeting had stated that she believed this was going to

be better than having the school at the location, and she

stated that she hoped this would be the same vision the

remainder of the community would have as they began to create a
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new downtown for South Huntsville, including the auditorium,

the ball fields, and the new library, all of which would create

a wonderful sense of space that could then be duplicated in

other areas of the city.  She thanked the BIG Picture team for

the work they were doing on this matter.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that, as Mayor Battle had

mentioned, they had a new dog park in South Huntsville that had

been created from the “old” new dog park, in Southside Park,

off of Chaney Thompson Road.  She stated that the Parks and

Recreation staff had done a tremendous job in opening it up

quickly, and that it was a really nice facility for all

dog owners, those who had small dogs, as well as those who had

large dogs.  

Councilwoman Robinson stated that the official

ribbon-cutting for the park would be on Thursday, October 29,

at 10 a.m., and that that would be followed on October 31,

Halloween morning, at 10 a.m., with what they were calling a

"Bark or Treat" event.  She stated that there would be a

dog walk for dog lovers and others who simply wanted to meet at

the dog park, and then come with them to walk the Greenway. 

She stated that the library would have activities for the

children and treats, treats for the kids, as well as the pets. 

She stated that, also, Animal Services would be there, and

there could be pet adoptions, that there would be pets in

costumes, and that there would be a costume contest for pets,

as well as a costume contest for people.  She stated that she
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believed this would be a great way to kick off the Halloween

day and a great way to open up the new dog park.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that her last quarterly

town hall meeting of the year was scheduled for October 29th at

6:30 p.m., at the Bailey Cove Library.  She stated that

Captain McCarver, the new South Precinct Captain, would be

present to talk about public safety in South Huntsville.

President Culver congratulated Councilwoman Robinson on

the new dog park.  He continued that he was really excited

about what was happening at the Grissom High School location,

noting that he believed all of Councilwoman Robinson's

constituents were going to be really pleased with this.

President Culver recognized Councilman Russell.

Councilman Russell stated that the Huntsville Sports 

Commission had hosted the North Super Regional Volleyball

Tournament, where they had had the 7A high schools, with many

teams from the local area and several teams from Birmingham. 

He stated that the finals had been between Huntsville and

Grissom, and that Huntsville had won three sets to one.  He

continued that excellent volleyball had been played.

Councilman Russell stated that on the following day the

Sports Commission would host 96 teams, from Class 1A

through 6A.  He stated that persons would see a lot of students

and parents in the city, hopefully visiting the local

restaurants and hotels over the weekend.  He asked that if

persons saw these volleyball players, they would welcome them
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to Huntsville.

Councilman Russell stated that earlier in the day, he had

had the pleasure of reading to a Pre-K class at Blossomwood

Elementary School.  He thanked United Way for getting him

involved in this, as well as getting many other readers that

were at the school involved.  He thanked the Junior League for

providing the book that he was able to leave in the classroom

with the students.  He stated that it was great to see what was

going on in public education in the community, especially in

the district he represented.

Councilman Russell stated that he would like to make sure

that all his constituents knew that the plan for the dog park

to be located near the Hays Nature Preserve was going through

location, character, and extent at the Planning Commission the

following week.  He continued that if persons wanted to have

input into this, they should attend this meeting.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was New Business Items for Introduction.

President Culver read and introduced Ordinance No. 15-805,

amending Section 8.19, Longevity Pay, of Ordinance No. 04-315,

Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual.

President Culver recognized Mr. Bryon Thomas, Director of

Human Resources, to comment on the above ordinance.

Mr. Thomas stated that, as the Council members were aware,

they were moving to the new Tyler Munis System, and he stated

that all the data was currently in PeopleSoft.  He stated that
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at this time they were recommending to pay longevity pay once

per year, rather than twice per year as they had been doing. 

He stated that the new system was going to require them to get

the data out of the old system, and that going forward they

would pay the longevity in December, as opposed to paying in

December and June.  He stated that this was the only change,

that everything else would remain the same in the ordinance.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was New Business Items for Consideration or Action.

Councilman Russell read and introduced an ordinance

amending Budget Ordinance No. 15-642 by changing the authorized

personnel strength in various departments and funds, as

follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-806)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

Councilman Russell read and introduced an ordinance

amending Budget Ordinance No. 15-642 by changing appropriated

funding for various departments and funds, as follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-807)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

approving travel expense reports, as follows:
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(RESOLUTION NO. 15-808)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of a request for

authorization to advertise and fill the position of Network

Engineer I, Grade 17, at higher than minimum salary if

necessary, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously approved by the Council members present.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of a request for

authorization to advertise and fill the position of Vehicle

Maintenance & Service Coordinator, at higher than minimum if

necessary, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously approved by the Council members present.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of a request for

authorization to advertise and fill one Green Team Assistant

position, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously approved by the Council members present.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Consulting Agreement

between the City of Huntsville and Casualty Actuarial Services,

Inc., as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-809)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.
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Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to execute Amendment No. 1 to the

agreement between the City of Huntsville and Wageworks,

Resolution No. 12-937, to renew and extend services from

January 1, 2016, through December 31, 2016, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-810)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement between the

City of Huntsville and J. Smith Lanier Company of Huntsville

for renewal of General Liability Insurance on 500 Church Street

parking lot, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-811)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into an Agreement between the

City of Huntsville, Alabama, and the North Alabama Revolving

Loan Fund to provide funding for software purchase, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-812)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.
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Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to approve and submit the Citizen

Participation Plan to HUD, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-813)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

Councilman Russell moved for approval of a request for

authorization to fill Part-Time Police Officer positions to

bring manpower up to strength, which motion was duly seconded

by Councilman Kling and was unanimously approved by the Council

members present.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Clerk-Treasurer to invoke National Bank of

Commerce Letter of Credit No. 401000000 for Oakwood Phase 1 at

Lake Forest Subdivision, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-814)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Clerk-Treasurer to invoke Regions Bank

Letter of Credit No. L053466 for Bellewood Park 9th

Subdivision, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-815)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing
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resolution, which motion was duly seconded by Councilman Kling

and was unanimously adopted by the Council members present.

Councilman Kling read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Real Estate Purchase

Agreement between the City of Huntsville and Midsouth Paving,

Inc., as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-816)

Councilman Kling moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Mr. Hamilton.

Mr. Hamilton stated that what was before the Council was a

proposal for the City to purchase a piece of property lying on

the west side of Leeman Ferry Road, directly adjacent to

John Hunt Park.  He stated that he had a short presentation

concerning this at this time, to discuss what this property was

and why they were recommending that the City purchase the

property.

Mr. Hamilton made a Powerpoint presentation concerning the

property.  He stated that it was approximately 13 acres, with a

number of structures on it, and that it was currently owned by

Midsouth Paving, Inc.  He stated that they intended to vacate

the property.

Mr. Hamilton stated that the purchase price was

$2,276,000.  He continued that the purpose for purchasing the

property was in order to provide appropriate office space,
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storage space, and other work areas for several City

departments.  He stated that the primary users of the facility

would be the Landscape Management Department; Fire Supply, out

of Huntsville Fire & Rescue; and Vector Control, which he noted

was a County asset that served inside the city limits of

Huntsville, and for which Huntsville provided space.  He stated

that some other smaller uses would be to provide space for

Public Works, Fleet, and General Services.

Mr. Hamilton indicated Leeman Ferry Road on a displayed

map, and John Hunt Park adjacent to it.  He stated that if one

exited the back of the Jaycee Building, one would be looking

directly at this property.  He continued that it was on the

southern end of Leeman Ferry Road before Airport Road.

Mr. Hamilton stated that the City had other facilities in

the area that provided some of the back-of-house industrial

uses that the Municipal departments required in order to

deliver services to the City.  He stated that this was becoming

one of the primary sites for Landscape Management, noting that

it kept their leadership close to other sites such as

Brahan Spring Park and the Lowe Mill Annex.

Mr. Hamilton stated that what was being displayed at this

time was a more detailed look at the property.  He stated that

the address of the property was 3242 Leeman Ferry Road,

reiterating that it was on the southern end of Leeman Ferry

Road.  He stated that the property was zoned Heavy Industry,

and that the City's usages would be in keeping with that
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zoning, that it would be used very similarly to how it was

being used at this time.

Mr. Hamilton stated that, as one could see from the

satellite shot that was being displayed, there was a lot of

equipment, vehicles, et cetera, that Midsouth Paving had

located on the property, noting that that would be removed by

the time the City purchased the property but the structures

would all remain.

Mr. Hamilton stated that there were nine main buildings

located on the property, and also a few small storage

buildings, which he did not have listed.  He stated that the

main buildings were of significant size that would serve the

departments, with the primary one being the office building. 

He stated that Landscape Management would move all their

headquarter functions to that office space, noting that they

were currently located in the City Hall Annex.

Mr. Hamilton stated that the Annex cost a significant

amount of money to maintain and also had significant structural

and mechanical systems issues that could not be repaired.  He

stated that it had been the City's strategy since before his

time with the City to get that facility vacated and eventually

demolished.  He continued that that lot could then become

available for other uses, to be determined in the future by the

City Council.  He stated that this purchase would take a

significant step forward to being able to vacate that building.

Mr. Hamilton stated that Fire Supply was also at that
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location, that they were basically using a former fire station

as a supply warehouse.  He continued that if one were on

Church Street when deliveries were being made, one would know

that this just about shut down traffic.  He continued that the

facility was not properly set up for their functions.

Mr. Hamilton stated that they could have Fire Supply at

the new facility that would provide office and storage

facilities, and a number of other facilities for Landscape

Management and Public Works storage, as well as other entities,

to include Vector Control.

Mr. Hamilton stated that one thing he wanted to note about

the move for Vector Control was that the City had been working

with the County Health Department to actually expand their

capacity as the city had grown, that they had outgrown their

existing capacity.  He stated that they currently took up space

in the Fleet Management facility, and that that was space that

Fleet very much needed in order to improve some of their supply

and parts storage and distribution, and that it was not

suitable to meet Vector Control's needs as it was, and even

more so as they would grow.  He stated that this facility would

give them the space they needed to properly store and maintain

their equipment and properly serve the city in their

Vector Control mission, going all the way out to the west, to

include going into Limestone County.

Mr. Hamilton stated that there were a number of outdoor

sheds located on the property.  He stated that as one looked at
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the list, where it said "Shed," that was an open, pole-barn

style facility.  He continued that these would provide outdoor

storage space for materials that Public Works needed, as well

as materials and things that General Services used.

Mr. Hamilton stated that the appraised value of this

property was the purchase price.  He stated that as they had

worked with the sellers, they had reviewed the appraisal, and

that they had a high level of confidence in the firm that had

conducted the appraisal, and the results of it, and that they

felt it was appropriate to purchase the property at the

appraised value.

Mr. Hamilton stated that at this time he would entertain

any questions the Council members might have concerning how

they were proposing to use the property.

President Culver recognized Councilwoman Robinson.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she believed this was a

great purchase because of the location, the proximity to

John Hunt Park.  She stated that as they moved forward

seriously on the John Hunt Park plan, landscape would be a huge

piece of that, and that it would be easy for them to maintain

the park and to do the work that needed to be done there.  She

reiterated that it was a great location and stated that it was

certainly a much-needed facility.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that Mr. Hamilton had

mentioned they would be moving into the existing structures and

inquired as to the condition of these structures, how much
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renovation would be required and an estimation of the cost.

Mr. Hamilton stated that the structures were actually in

good shape, for their use.  He continued that this was an

industrial complex and would be used as such.  He stated that

they were not pretty buildings, that that was not their intent,

although the front office building was a modern office

building.  He continued that it did need interior paint, some

carpet replacement, and things such as that.

Councilwoman Robinson asked if it was correct that all the

structures were suitable for the City's use.

Mr. Hamilton stated that they absolutely were, and that

they would provide the space that Landscape Management needed. 

He stated that one of the shortfalls Landscape Management had

at this time was that they had a lot of events where they were

pulling in groups of volunteers and doing training with these

volunteers, and these kinds of things.  He stated that this

would provide not only the office space they needed but would

also provide the training space where they could bring in

community groups for training, and things such as that.  He

continued that it would allow them to consolidate all of this.

Mr. Hamilton stated that in the original Master Plan for

John Hunt Park, that because of the volume of work it would

bring to the Landscape Management Department, they had actually

been provided in that plan a lay-down yard and a fairly

significant amount of area for this back-of-house kind of

equipment and things, so that it was using up park space for
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kind of an ugly use, which they would have had to have found a

way to screen, et cetera.  He stated that this would allow

Landscape Management to put those materials, that equipment,

and those people over into that facility, and they could just

go directly across the street to maintain the park, and then

come back out of the park with these kind of ugly, or

industrial-type, things, and preserve that acreage for actual

park uses and for the public to be able to access.

Mr. Hamilton stated that another thing with

Landscape Management was that Ms. McKee had the city divided

into three geographic areas and teams that were focused

geographically to serve the rights-of-way, the parks, and

things such as that in those areas.  He stated that there was a

North team, a West team, and a South team.  He stated that the

North lot was where Ms. McKee had had to house all the North

and West teams, as well as very significant portions of the

South team.  He stated that this had been very inefficient for

a number of years, as they had had to trailer equipment from

the North lot all the way down to the South to do the work, and

then back again, so that this consumed a lot of time and fuel

and caused wear and tear on vehicles.

Mr. Hamilton stated that for some period of time,

Ms. McKee had been looking for a site to get the South team

moved into the area they served.  He stated that, additionally,

by having to put them at the North lot, they were taking up

space at the North lot that was very much needed by the North
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and West teams in order to properly maintain their equipment. 

He continued that this would get the South team fully out of

the North lot and give the North and West teams the space they

needed in those facilities, which would be very well positioned

for where they conducted their missions, and would get the

South team in the South, where they needed to be.

President Culver recognized Councilman Kling.

Councilman Kling stated to Mr. Hamilton that it was his

understanding that the Landscape Management facility at the

North end of 9th Avenue, at Seminole, was going to remain

operational and asked if this was correct.

Mr. Hamilton replied in the affirmative.  He stated that

the movement of some of these facilities was aligned with some

reorganization that the Landscape Management Department had

gone through.  He stated that he had described the three

geographic teams and stated that they also had some specialty

teams that took care of parks and some other things, and that

as they had conducted a review of the way they operated, they

had found that it would be better to take some of those special

capabilities and actually embed them in the three geographic

teams.  He stated that this had freed up the annex spot that

Councilman Kling was talking about, right off of Seminole, and

that this was now where they could consolidate the Sparkle

team, the Horticulture team, and others.  

Mr. Hamilton stated that the Horticulture Division was

divided amongst three locations, so that they had places where
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the workers were segregated from their supervisors, which he

noted was a very inefficient way of operating.  He stated that

they would be able to fully consolidate them and get the

portions on Fiber Street and Cleveland Street out and get them

consolidated there at that annex.  He stated that that

facility, which he noted had had a lot of new investment in it

over the last couple of years, was serving the City very, very

well, and that it would be the right place to position that

team.  

Councilman Kling stated that that was a good, central

location for the department, and at the same time it had been a

plus for the area.

Mr. Hamilton stated that much of the work of that team was

actually in the downtown area, so that they needed to keep them

relatively close to that area so they could quickly get in and

out of the area.

Councilman Kling stated that he believed the neighborhood

was in support of it.

President Culver stated to Mr. Hamilton that he had a

rhetorical question, mainly for the purpose of clarification to

the public.  He stated that it was known that the City of

Huntsville had several buildings and asked if there were any of

these facilities that could perhaps serve the same purposes he

had mentioned.  He stated that he knew that Mr. Hamilton had

done his homework on this matter, but that this was just for

discussion purposes.
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Mr. Hamilton replied in the negative, stating that the

challenge they had was that all of the equipment, the people,

and the organizations that would go into this facility were

obviously currently located somewhere else.  He stated that, as

an example, that because the North lot was overcrowded, they

were storing a lot of things outdoors that really needed to be

inside and protected from the elements.  He stated that they

had all of these people and equipment in places, but that the

places were not really suitable for their missions.  He

continued that there were other ones where an organization was

split up amongst three locations, and that they could function

more efficiently by being consolidated.  He stated that this

would free up properties they could demo, if that would be the

appropriate outcome, and that there were other properties that

they could actually sell and bring that money back into the

General Fund for other purposes.

Mr. Hamilton stated that over time, they needed to get

these consolidated at this location, noting that each one of

these things would obviously be decisions that they would bring

to the Council to consider.  He stated that, as had been

discussed, in the future they should have a work session where

they would lay out the comprehensive review.  He stated that

there were a number of Police facilities, and that they needed

to discuss a better way to position some of the Police

functions.  He stated that some of these things were ongoing,

and that the Council would be facing decisions relative to
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these in the coming months, for construction contracts, or

whatever it might be.  He stated that he believed having a work

session that would be particularly focused on the Police

functions that were not being addressed by this piece of

property would be very appropriate.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on Resolution

No. 15-816, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilman Kling read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to execute a Master Agency Appropriation

Agreement between the City of Huntsville and various agencies,

as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-817)

Councilman Kling moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Councilwoman Robinson.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she had a few questions

about these agencies.  She asked how they determined which

agencies would get funding, how they determined how much

funding each agency would receive, and if there was any level

of accountability on the back end for the funding.

Mr. Joffrion stated that the funding was determined by
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the City Council during the budget process, that it was part of

the Mayor's proposed budget.  He stated that most of the

agencies had been funded for a number of years, including the

Mental Health Center, the Madison County Health Department, and

the Public Library.  He continued that some were public and

some were private nonprofit organizations that provided

legitimate public services.

Mr. Joffrion stated, concerning back-end accountability,

that there were different ways of doing this.  He stated that

previously they had had a form attached to the agreements which

was filled out by each agency and returned for review, but that

the form had not proven to be very efficient and effective in

providing the review material.  He stated that at this time he

was not certain as to what actual documentation was submitted

to the City for review.  He stated that if the Council had a

desire for more information in this regard, that could

certainly be part of the process.

President Culver recognized Councilman Kling.

Councilman Kling stated that this was one of the matters

that had come up at his recent town meeting.  He stated that

the Council was not just being nice and deciding that they

liked a certain organization and would give them a certain

amount of dollars.  He stated that they had contracts where

they had set up certain levels of service and what they

expected these organizations to do in return for the money.  He

stated that it had to be a public usage, not something that
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they could just do, something like getting a blank check.  He

stated that he believed that there was accountability.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on Resolution

No. 15-817, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilman Kling read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the Mayor to enter an agreement between the City of

Huntsville and Pearce Construction Company, Inc., for

Construction Services for the Huntsville Aquatic Center

Addition, located at 2213 Drake Avenue, as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-818)

Councilman Kling moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Mr. Chris O'Neil of the

General Services Department.

Mr. O'Neil stated that he was pleased to do a PowerPoint

presentation for them at this time on the Huntsville Aquatic

Center.  

Mr. O'Neil stated that the contract before the Council was

for construction services with Pearce Construction for the new

Huntsville Aquatic Center, noting that this would be a major

addition to the existing Brahan Spring Natatorium.
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Mr. O'Neil stated that the roof line that was being

displayed was showing the existing Natatorium.  He stated that

that would be the view standing on the west side of the parking

lot and looking toward the east, toward the lake.  He stated

that this was showing the exterior elevation for the new

50-meter pool, and that over to the west, it was showing the

exterior elevation of the new therapy pool that would be part

of the new project.

Mr. O'Neil stated that Pearce's contract was in the amount

of $19,408,540. 

Mr. O'Neil stated that on the display, looking toward the

west, one was looking at the exterior elevation of the new

therapy pool and indicated the new entranceway.  He continued

that what was being shown was the new floor plan.  He indicated

the existing 50-meter pool on the display, noting that this

pool would remain in use the entire time construction was

ongoing.

Mr. O'Neil stated that the existing facility, after the

new facility would be added onto it, would remain in use for

water aerobics, lap swim, team practices, and general aquatic

recreation, as well as the diving well would still be in use. 

He continued that they would be able to use the facility for

warm-up and warm-down when hosting large swim meets.

Mr. O'Neil stated that the new competition pool would be

able to accommodate local, regional, and even national meets,

noting that the stadium would have seating for approximately
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1,450 spectators.  He stated that, in addition, the 50-meter

pool would be able to host water polo events.

Mr. O'Neil indicated the therapy pool on the display,

noting that he was extremely excited about this part of the

project because it was a true therapy pool, and that it would

have a zero entry ramp, along with handrails, for persons with

mobility issues.  He continued that the pool would also be used

for water aerobics classes.  He stated that the depth of the

pool would start at three feet, and that about three-quarters

of the way, it would go to approximately four and one-half

feet, and then drop off to an approximate seven-foot depth.  He

continued that it would be used for lap swim, as well as swim

classes.

Mr. O'Neil stated, concerning the bid process, that

Pearce Construction, of course, had been the low bidder.  He

stated that in order to assure that the project would get off

to the right start from the construction standpoint, they had

gone through a more extensive prequalification process.  He

stated that in addition to prequalifying their general

contractors, they had also prequalified the major

subcontractors, including electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and

swimming pool contractors, due to the fact that this particular

project involved highly complex systems.

Mr. O'Neil stated that they had wound up with four

excellent companies that were prequalified.  He continued that,

however, on the bid day, they had received only three bids,
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that one of the contractors had decided not to bid on the

project.  He stated that they had had bids ranging from

$21 million, and that Pearce Construction was the low

responsive bidder, at $19,408,540.

Mr. O'Neil stated, concerning the timeline, that

construction would commence in November, and that there would

be an early delivery of the therapy pool, so that this pool

would actually come on line by the middle of December of 2016. 

He continued that the competition pool would be ready by June

of 2017.

Mr. O'Neil stated that Pearce Construction had excellent

experience in this field, that they had constructed other

projects that had indoor swimming facilities.  He continued

that they had constructed the UAH Recreation Center and 

numerous schools in the Huntsville/Madison County area,

including Whitesburg School, which he noted was a very large

project.  He stated that they had a history with the City of

Huntsville with the construction of the Von Braun Center

South Hall.  He continued that they had constructed large

dormitories at Alabama A&M University, as well as at UAH, and

that they had recently done the UAH Student Center. 

Councilman Russell stated that the other Council members

and the public might not be aware that Mr. O’Neil was one of

the best swimmers that had ever come out of Huntsville High

School, and that he had swam competitively at Texas A&M

University.  He asked Mr. O'Neil if this was the kind of pool
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in which he would like to swim.

Mr. O'Neil replied in the affirmative.  He stated that

this was a project that was extremely close to his heart.  He

stated that he had started swimming for the Huntsville Swim

Association at the Jim Williams Aquatic Center, that his

long-time coach in high school was Fran Norris, and that he

recalled when the Brahan Spring Auditorium opened.  He stated

that this particular project was going to not only serve the

needs of the citizens with the hydrotherapy pool, but that, in

addition, it was going to allow them to host larger swimming

venues, events such as the Southeastern Championships, the

State meet, as well as to be able to perhaps host some

nationally ranked meets.

Councilman Russell stated that Mr. O'Neil had mentioned

the schedule and asked how he would keep the Council updated on

the progress, noting that they wanted to be aware of this and

to make sure that it ended up on time.

Mr. O'Neil stated that Mr. Easter would be giving updates

to the City Council as they hit major milestones on the

construction, and that they would be prepared to answer any

questions that would occur between milestones.  He stated that,

also, if there was ever a time that any Council member would

like to take a tour of the facility, to please advise them, and

they would be happy to set up such a tour.

Councilman Russell asked how much was put aside for

contingencies of the approximately $19 million for this
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project.

Mr. O'Neil stated that in the project budget, the

approximate $19 million was, of course, the construction

contract amount.  He stated that one of the things that he

wanted to point out, which he noted they were extremely pleased

about, was that the project had come in under budget, that it

was actually under the construction budget.  He stated that the

total project budget was $22.4 million, so that they did have a

significant contingency, being approximately five percent.

Councilman Russell asked if they had bid a diving well

with this project.

Mr. O'Neil replied in the negative.  He stated that the

50-meter pool, which he noted would have a depth of seven feet

the entire way, and the therapy pool were their main

priorities.  He stated that the existing diving well would be

utilized for diving competitions, noting that they had the

one-meter and the three-meter diving boards.

President Culver recognized Councilwoman Robinson.

Councilwoman Robinson asked if the ongoing activities at

the Center would be disrupted by the construction.

Mr. O'Neil replied in the negative.  He stated that the

Public Works Department had actually constructed a temporary

parking lot, a gravel-based type parking lot, and that the plan

was that they would actually have a road that would come in and 

around to this lot.  He indicated on the display where the

public would park.
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Mr. O’Neil stated that they would have a temporary

entrance, and they would have temporary showers, that there

would be a modular unit that would be in place approximately

four or five months, while the general contractor would be

doing the first thing that they would be doing, which would be

to renovate the existing women's locker room.  He continued

that this would become a men’s locker room and a women's locker

room for the therapy pool.  He stated that they would renovate

this area first, and that when this was turned over to the

City, the modular would go away.

Mr. O’Neil stated that the public would continue to access

the area through the back until the therapy pool would be

turned over to the City in December of 2016.  He stated that

during that time, the parking lot would most likely gain about

half the usage of that, and then their plan would be that the

pubic could come in through an area he indicated on the display

or could continue to come in at the back.  He continued that in

the summer of 2017, when the 50-meter pool would be turned over

to the City, the main entrance would be as he was indicating on

the display.

President Culver thanked Mr. O’Neil for the presentation.

President Culver recognized Mr. Hamilton.

Mr. Hamilton stated that they had committed to keeping the

pool open throughout the construction, not only for day-to-day

use but also for hosting meets.  He stated that they had spent

a good bit of time talking to the clubs that put on these
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meets, and that it was not only the clubs, but also, to a

lesser extent, the high schools that used this pool for their

meets, and that they had committed to this.  He stated that

they would be using a pool that was part of a construction

zone, but that he believed the staff and the architects had

done a good job of planning accommodations to mitigate this. 

He continued that a big part of this would be utilizing the

parking in Brahan Spring Park and shuttling.

Mr. Hamilton stated that the first meet that would be

affected by this temporary parking arrangement would be the

Alabama High School Athletic Association Sectionals that they

hosted in the latter part of November.  He stated that the

parking lot would be disrupted at that time, so that they would

be shuttling people.  He stated that parents would be able to

come by and drop their swimmers at the pool, and they would

then have to park over at Brahan Spring Park and be shuttled to

the facility.

Mr. Hamilton stated that even after they would be opened,

they were purposely not providing enough parking on-site to

accommodate the absolute peak demands.  He stated that this

might seem odd to persons, but noted that what they did not

want to do was to cover their parks with asphalt.  He stated

that they would have five to eight really large meets per year,

where there would be that peak demand, but that all the other

days out of the year, the amount of parking area would

accommodate usage.  He stated that they did not want to build a



-62-

2,000-space parking lot that would be used only five or six

times a year.  He stated that there would always be a shared

parking arrangement between this facility and Brahan Spring

Park.  He continued that as they worked through the Master Plan

and the expansion that would be occurring in Brahan Spring

Park, understanding the shared parking arrangement would be

important.

Mr. Hamilton stated that there was a lot of other

infrastructure-type work that would go on in this area, not

just in the Natatorium area but also across Drake, into Brahan

Spring Park, up around Milton Frank Stadium.  He stated that

there was an enormous amount of parking around Milton Frank

Stadium that they already routinely used to share for

Sports Commission events and things such as that.  He stated

that from a community perspective, they believed it was much

better to not build a lot of extra parking lots that would

mostly sit empty.  He reiterated that they would use a shared

parking arrangement.

Mr. Hamilton stated that he wanted to commend Mr. O'Neil

and his staff who had led this effort, along with the

architects they had brought in.  He stated that they had hosted

a number of community events on this topic, noting that he had

attended a number of sessions with user groups from the

Williams Aquatic Center, as well as the Natatorium, and that

he had spoken at a recent parents' meeting of the swim club and

had also spoken to persons that came in on a day-to-day basis,



-63-

using the water aerobics and such things.

Mr. Hamilton stated that some persons had had concerns

about the early design, and that they had taken their comments,

and that there were elements of design, particularly in the

locker rooms, that were a direct result of the input from the

citizens.

Mr. Hamilton stated that he was particularly proud of the

therapy pool, as Chris O'Neil had mentioned he was also.  He

stated that the Parks and Recreation staff had done a great job

for decades of using the Williams Aquatic Center, as best as

possible, to accommodate citizens who had severe handicaps and

mobility challenges, but that it had never really been designed

to be that, and that there were elements there at this time

that just could not meet these needs.

Mr. Hamilton stated that the therapy pool had been

designed around the needs of the citizens who had the most

severe handicaps.  He stated that, in particular, there was a

gentleman who was a quadriplegic, and had no movement below his

neck, and that they had spent a lot of time talking with his

wife and to him about the design and things that he needed.  He

continued that the deep end of the therapy pool had been

designed specifically to meet his needs, noting that he was a

very tall gentleman, and that he needed to be able to do

therapy and get fully upright.  He continued that when he was

in that water three times a week was the only time he was ever

upright in his life.
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Mr. Hamilton stated that these were the kind of details

that had gone into the design of the therapy pool, to make

absolutely sure that it would meet the needs of all the

citizens whose health, quality of life, and perhaps the length

of their life, would be affected by being able to use this

pool.

Mr. Hamilton stated that this was not something that was

common in cities around the United States, and that it would be

a great addition to the community.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

President Culver recognized Councilman Kling.

Councilman Kling stated that there were a lot of good

things, new developments, that were taking place in downtown,

but that it was not like the City was putting all its eggs in

the downtown basket.  He stated that Councilman Russell and

Councilwoman Robinson had mentioned dog parks and, of course,

the Grissom High School development that was taking place.  He

stated that he was glad to see this type of investment taking

place in West Huntsville.  He stated that there had been some

good investment taking place in recent years in the

West Huntsville area, and that he believed this would certainly

be a positive investment in that section of the city, and at

the same time, it was good for the city as a whole.  He stated

that he believed this was going to be a great project, and it

appeared that they had a great plan of action.
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President Culver commended Mr. O'Neil for putting such

careful thought and planning into this project.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on Resolution

No. 15-818, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.

Councilman Russell read and introduced a resolution

authorizing the City Attorney to settle the lawsuit entitled

"The Public Building Authority of the City of Huntsville,

Alabama v. Dawson Building Contractors, Inc., et al.," in the

Circuit Court of Madison County, consolidated Case Nos.

CV-2006-1887 and CV-2006-1943, as pertaining to J. Adkins

Mechanical, Inc., as follows:

(RESOLUTION NO. 15-819)

Councilman Russell moved for approval of the foregoing

resolution, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver recognized Mr. Joffrion.

Mr. Joffrion stated that ordinarily they did not discuss

pending litigation or settlements relating to it, but that,

obviously, given the magnitude of this case, the complexity of

it, and the challenges it had presented over the years, it had

been more than necessary to provide some explanation and some

detail as they had gone through this.
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Mr. Joffrion stated that J. Adkins Mechanical, Inc., was

one of the four remaining subcontractors in the litigation.  He

continued that the judge in this case had set an outside trial

date of January of 2016 for the trial of any remaining parties

in this case, and that there were somewhat urgent efforts on

the part of the remaining parties to attempt settlement, if

possible, before that date, as opposed to having to go through

the expense of trial and the risks of trial.

Mr. Joffrion stated that Adkins was one of the remaining

subcontractors, and the only subcontractor to whom the City

would end up paying money.  He stated that Adkins had been

hired to replace the original subcontractor who was the

plumbing and mechanical HVAC contractor for this project, and

that there were significant deficiencies that existed from the

original subcontractor that were inherited by Adkins, and that

when the project was terminated, Adkins claimed they were

damaged to a significant degree by having to demobilize, among

other things.

Mr. Joffrion stated that Adkins was claiming in excess of

half a million dollars from the Public Building Authority and

the City of Huntsville, and that through extensive mediation,

the parties had reached a tentative agreement, subject to the

approval of the Council, for the City to pay $150,000 to them

in satisfaction of their claim.

Mr. Joffrion stated that there were no guarantees, but

with the remaining subcontractors, they felt fairly confident
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they would recover this amount of money, if not more, from them

to offset this amount.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

President Culver recognized Councilman Kling.

Councilman Kling asked if this company had filed a suit

against the City or if this was a countersuit because the City

had originally filed a suit against them and others.

Mr. Joffrion stated that this was kind of complicated,

because the Public Building Authority had filed a suit against

Dawson, and Dawson had filed a suit against the Public Building

Authority, in separate lawsuits.  He stated that all the

subcontractors had been named as parties in the lawsuit, and

that many of the subcontractors had filed counterclaims as part

of the lawsuit, and that Adkins had filed a counterclaim as

part of its process. 

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

of this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver stated that he would like to say that

while he certainly didn't feel good about this, he knew that

Mr. Joffrion and his staff had done a very good job as it

related to the best interest of the citizens and taxpayers.  He

stated that, unfortunately, this appeared to be the lesser of

two evils, because the $150,000 could go up to that and more in

litigation, just in legal fees.



-68-

Mr. Joffrion stated that that was correct.

President Culver asked if there was any further discussion

on this matter.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on Resolution

No. 15-819, and the following vote resulted:

AYES: Russell, Robinson, Culver

NAYS: Kling

ABSENT: Showers

President Culver stated that the resolution had passed.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Legal Department Items/Transactions.

Councilman Kling read and introduced an ordinance

authorizing the vacation of a utility and drainage easement for

Nance Road Investment Partners, LLC (Freedom Real Estate), as

follows:

(ORDINANCE NO. 15-820)

Councilman Kling moved for approval of the foregoing

ordinance, which motion was duly seconded by

Councilwoman Robinson.

President Culver asked if there was any discussion of the

above ordinance.

There was no response.

President Culver called for the vote on the above

ordinance, and it was unanimously adopted by the Council

members present.
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President Culver stated that there had been discussion of

the Council holding a work session and stated that there would

be communication with the Council members regarding a possible

work session date, noting that he believed they were looking at

sometime in the middle of November, possibly around

November 12.  He stated that this date was not a date certain,

that it could be changed to any Tuesday, whatever the schedules

would permit.

President Culver stated that whenever they would be able

to hold this work session, he would like to add to the agenda

the Bearden family, noting that they had information they

wanted to discuss with the City, and that he believed it would

be proper for them to address it at that time.  He stated that

he believed the Bearden family was present at this meeting and

stated that they would certainly be communicating with them,

that they would be sent an email regarding possible dates.

Councilman Kling asked President Culver if he had

tentative ideas as to what would be on the agenda, just for the

public's information.

President Culver stated that they would be looking at

discussing more in-depth some of the properties the City had,

and perhaps needed to acquire, as it related to the

Police Department and other areas.  He stated that, also,

Ms. Bearden had an issue that she had addressed through several

offices, and she wanted the Council to just hear her and see

what, if anything, they could do.  He continued that he was not
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certain the Council had the authority to do anything concerning

this, but that they would render a listening ear to her

concerns.

President Culver stated that these were the two items he

had and stated that if any of the Council members had any

additional items to add for that particular work session, they

should feel free to communicate them to him, and he would

certainly entertain it.

President Culver stated that the next item on the agenda

was Non-roster Communications from the Public.  He stated that

if a person wished to address the Council at this particular

time, they should go to the microphone and state their name. 

He asked that other persons who wished to speak position

themselves in proximity, so that he would know how many wished

to speak.

Ms. Jackie Reed, Jack Coleman Drive, appeared before the

Council inquiring as to whether the settlement they had

discussed was pertaining to the jail.  She asked if it was true

that they had never completely settled the jail deal.

President Culver stated that he believed that that was

still under litigation, that, unfortunately, it sometimes took

cases of that magnitude several years to come to fruition.

Ms. Reed stated that they were already $50 million in the

hole, and here they were going some more.

Ms. Reed stated that she would like to thank the Council

for telling the contractors to do the striping on the streets
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wide and white.  She stated that on Pratt Avenue, she had seen

that one side was halfway where one could see it at night.  She

stated that she had called Engineering and asked who had the

contract and who inspected the contracts when they got through. 

She stated that it should be written in the contracts that the

lines were to be wide, white and yellow wide lines, so that the

public could see them at night.

Ms. Reed stated that she would like to know why the

Council did not hold more work sessions, noting that two or

three items that Mr. Hamilton had brought up previously should

be brought up at a work session, particularly concerning

purchasing property.

Ms. Reed stated that she had been coming to the Council

meetings for 30 years, and that she had seen many people come

and go on the Council.  She continued that they had had a lot

of work sessions, and she had thought that they did discuss big

money deals.  She stated that they made the deals, and they

brought them up and threw them out.

Ms. Reed stated that she did not know if the Council saw

this stuff or not, that she did not know how the Council

worked.  She stated that she had sat up there one night, but

she never did know what they did up there.  She reiterated that

she did not know if the Council members saw this stuff.  She

asked who was doing the planning of the City.  She stated that

some of the stuff was brought in, and that was what they were

going to do, and the Council just sat up there and voted on it. 
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She stated that someday, somehow, some way, she wanted to know

about government and how it really worked.  She stated that she

had been coming to the Council meetings 30 years, and that it

had gotten her concerned and confused.

President Culver recognized Councilman Kling.

Councilman Kling stated that Ms. Reed had a good point

about work sessions, that there was a time and place when they

did need work sessions.  He stated that, however, on a lot of

these things, such as was done earlier in the meeting, if they

could get an abbreviated presentation done at a televised

meeting, it would reach more of the public.

Councilman Kling stated that he might be one of the

culprits that had said that rather than doing something in a

work session, why didn't they have Mr. Hamilton make a

presentation, such as he had done earlier in the meeting, on a

couple of the items they had held out from consolidation.  He

stated that there was nothing perfect, but that he did like the

idea of, as much as they could, doing things that would be

televised and there would be a presentation overview, so that

the public would understand the issue, noting that more persons

would see this versus a work session that was basically limited

to just those persons in attendance.  He stated that this was

not perfect, and it was not trying to roll anything over, but

that it was a way, on the things that were not going to be

super long, to get them out to the public.

President Culver recognized Mr. Hamilton.
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Mr. Hamilton stated that he wanted to address Ms. Reed's

questions concerning the striping as roads were repaved.  He

stated that he felt it was important to note for citizens that

as they saw their street repaved, the contractor that paved the

street would be required to come back with the appropriate

striping.  He stated that when the road was first repaved, they

would put down paint that was just temporary striping, noting

that the asphalt had to cure for a time before they could come

back with the final striping, that it was actually a product

that was melted on.

Mr. Hamilton stated that, for example, Pratt Avenue

currently had temporary striping, and that it would most likely

be a couple of weeks or so before they would be able to come

back and do the final permanent striping.  He continued that

this would then be the easy-to-see, bright white and yellow

lines that Ms. Reed was such a fan of.

President Culver stated to Ms. Reed, concerning her

question as to who did the City planning, that the City of

Huntsville had a Planning Department, which was subject to

Council approval.  He continued that they had brought in some

redevelopment specialists, like Dennis Madsen and Chad Emerson,

who also helped in the planning.

Dr. Clarence Johnson, 3302 Buttrey Drive, appeared before

the Council, stating that he was a member of Social Justice,

with the Greater Huntsville Interdenominational Ministerial

Fellowship, and the North Huntsville Community United for
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Action.  He stated that the election a couple of weeks prior at

the City Council was the first he had ever observed.  He stated

that there had been some talk in the communities, but that he

had thought back to when the City Attorney some six months

prior had explained how individual Councilpersons could not

group two or three together to negotiate things, and that he

wished everyone had heard that explanation.

Dr. Johnson stated that while the City Council would

function under new parliamentary leadership, it would still be

held to implement the One Huntsville.  He stated that in

North Huntsville, it was nice to get a splash pad and nice to

get some walking trails, but they should think about how the

citizens in the area were seeing this.  He stated that they had

just seen in the east this big Natatorium, which he noted

would, in essence, be good for the city because it was going to

bring funds into the city, not just from city citizens but from

afar, that it would increase the tax base of that segment of

the city.

Dr. Johnson stated, concerning John Hunt Park, that one

should think about the walking trails, dog parks, and these

kinds of things, and the outlay for John Hunt Park.  He stated

that they did not have anything like that in North Huntsville.

Dr. Johnson stated that other areas had influx of people,

influx of money, and increase of the tax base.  He stated to

President Culver that he should look at his area in the west,

what all was going on over there, noting that he believed
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Bridge Street belonged to him, along with other industry.  He

continued that there were buildings and hotels going up all

around the city.

Dr. Johnson stated that they had land in North Huntsville

where they could put some rooftops and retail.  He stated that

he would think that this sharp, well-educated City Council was

aware of this, but that what he was wondering was what the

problem was.

Dr. Johnson stated that he understood the BIG Picture,

although he had been unable to attend the recent meeting.  He

continued that, however, he had gotten a briefing concerning

it.  He stated that briefings might be biased, he understood,

but stated that there was nothing significant that he had heard

in the BIG Picture that would do something with for the

economic base, commercial growth, nor increased retail in

North Huntsville.

Dr. Johnson stated that in North Huntsville, they would

love rooftops, that rooftops got good schools, that buildings

didn't teach, but that given good teachers in the school

system, they would also be a good part of the BIG Picture, the

One Huntsville, rather than the deprived part of Huntsville.

Dr. Johnson thanked the Council members and congratulated

them on the recent election.

Mr. Adrian Mueller, 701 Andrew Jackson Way, appeared

before the Council, stating that he had heard them talking

earlier about the Citizens Police Advisory kind of thing, and
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stated that he believed when they had originally put this

together, they had had kind of a list of people that they had

chosen from, and that the City Council did this.  He asked how

often they appointed persons to that position, noting that this

was something in which he would like to be able to participate.

President Culver stated that the appointments he had made

in District 5 were, he believed, every two years.  He stated

that Mr. James Bailey was the representative from District 5.

President Culver invited Mr. Mueller to attend the next

Huntsville Police Citizens Advisory Council meeting, which he

noted would be held at one of the conference rooms at Calhoun

Community College, located on Wynn Drive.  He stated that he

believed this would be on October the 26th, and that it would

be at 6 p.m. in the evening, from 6 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.  He

stated that if Mr. Mueller would contact him, he would make

sure that he would get the right information concerning this.

President Culver asked Mayor Battle if it was correct that

his appointments were for two years, as well.  

Mayor Battle replied in the affirmative.

President Culver stated that the Council's, the Mayor's,

and the Chief of Police's appointments were all for two years. 

He stated that when these terms were up, Mr. Mueller could

certainly express, through his representative, that he would be

interested in serving, as well as members of the general public

could also do so.

Ms. Carol Cotney appeared before the Council, stating that
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she was homeless in Huntsville, that she had been since

December 2008.  

Ms. Cotney stated that she was registered to vote in

District 4, and that she had been registered to vote in four of

the five City districts and had lived in the city for 58 years.

Ms. Cotney stated that she had run into a difficulty

during the summer, noting that she had been sleeping at the

Salvation Army from January 22, 2013, until July 31 of the

current year, and that they had tried working with

Community Action, through a HUD Emergency Shelter Grant, to

obtain housing for her in an apartment in the city of

Huntsville.

Ms. Cotney stated that during that two months, she had

looked at apartments for less than $400 a month, which had

fallen into three different districts.  She stated that she had

discovered from the City and from the License Department in the

County that a large percentage of those businesses located in

Districts 4 and 5 did not have business licenses to do business

legally.  She stated that she had also discovered in that time

that many of the apartment complexes raised their prices almost

25 percent.  She stated that "Apartment Finder" was something

that one found at convenience stores and grocery stores all

over the city of Huntsville, but that a large percentage of

persons who advertised in that publication did not honor their

ads.

Ms. Cotney stated that she had been working on obtaining
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housing in an apartment complex, and that they would advertise

one thing, and that she had requested to look at the lease

prior to signing, or finalizing things, and that the lease had

said something else, and that it would have actually cost her

an additional $100 a month, and that, also, the lease was

contradictory.

Ms. Cotney stated that she would like to thank

Representative Hall for passing the Landlord and Tenant Act,

which she noted was 9A, Title 35, Code of Alabama.

Ms. Cotney stated that there were a lot of slumlords.  She

continued that housing, transportation, and employment were

difficult problems for a segment of society within the city. 

She stated that approximately 21,000 of the persons residing

within the city of Huntsville were making less than $15,000.

Ms. Cotney stated that she did not have a place to sleep. 

She continued that she had college degrees and all kinds of

experience, and that she did a lot of free work.  She stated

that she had had a lot of stolen intellectual property, and a

lot of other things.  She stated that there were jobs out

there, but one could not get to them, or whatever.  She stated

that housing was a problem for persons whose annual income was,

say, $15,000.  She stated that the City had all these programs

where they were building houses, but the houses were $100,000

to $500,000.  She stated that there was a segment of the

community that needed to be addressed concerning this.

Ms. Cotney stated that she had also found in doing
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business in the city, that North Huntsville had an attitude,

that there were people in that area that did not want outsiders

in their area, in practice.  She stated that at one time she

had owned a house in the Farley area for 12 years, and that she

had gone to a business in North Huntsville, and that when they

had seen the address on her check, they had increased prices.

She continued that this had been several years prior.

President Culver stated to Ms. Cotney that her time was

up.  He stated that they were concerned about her situation and

that he would like to speak with her more himself.  He

continued that he would encourage her to contact NACH, the

North Alabama Coalition for the Homeless.  He stated that as it

related to the current night, he knew unequivocally that there

were several places that had beds available, such as the

Downtown Rescue Mission.

Ms. Cotney stated that if one were long-time homeless,

they would tell them that they must leave, that they had been

there too long.

President Culver recognized Councilman Kling.

Councilman Kling stated that he had a question, and he

did not know if it should be for Mr. Hagood or Mr. Joffrion. 

He stated that since the issue had been raised about this

“Apartment Finder” magazine, he would like to know if someone

got a City business license and was doing false advertising, if

the City would have any jurisdiction over them.

Mr. Joffrion stated that the City would not.  He continued
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that if they were doing business without a license, the City

certainly would.  He stated that there might be other

regulatory authorities that would have jurisdiction over them,

but that the City would not.

Councilman Kling asked if it could possibly be the Better

Business Bureau.

Mr. Joffrion stated that that might be an option.

Councilman Kling stated that they heard about HUD housing

issues all the time, and asked if they would deal with anything

such as this, if there was false advertising going out to

citizens.

Mr. Joffrion stated that if they provided Section 8

housing or voucher housing, there might be some HUD

responsibilities there.  He stated that Community Development

might be able to respond to that question.

Councilman Kling asked President Culver if perhaps someone

from Community Development could speak with Ms. Cotney after

the meeting.

President Culver replied in the affirmative.

President Culver stated to Ms. Cotney that if she would

give them her contact information, they would certainly have

someone contact her, that they would do all they could to

assist her.

Mr. Keith Atchley stated to Councilman Kling that if he

could get a name and a phone number, he would pass it on to

Ms. Michelle Jordan or Mr. Ken Benion.  He stated that
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Ms. Jordan had not been present at the meeting, due to the

passing of her father, and that Mr. Benion had left.

President Culver asked if there was anyone else in the

audience who would like to address the Council at this time.

There was no response.

Upon motion, duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned.

_______________________________
PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL

ATTEST:

_________________________
CITY CLERK-TREASURER


